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The Occurrence of 

Urosalpinx cinerea (Say) in Newport Bay 

BY 

VERNON L. HUMAN 

2421 Clement Avenue, Venice, California 90291 


On November 20, 1969, eight specimens of Urosalpinx 
cinerea (Say,, 1822) were collected intertidally in upper 
Newport Bay, California. A more thorough investigation 
on November 23, 1969 disclosed a colony of approxi¬ 
mately 200 specimens, ranging in length from 10 to 39 
millimeters. Specimens were found as high as the mid¬ 
tide level on a - 0.8 tide, but were larger and more 
numerous along the water’s edge. Although the species 
is known from northern California (Hanna, 1966, p. 47), 
this collection apparently represents the first published 
record of Urosalpinx in Newport Bay. 

The locality is adjacent to the Back Bay R.oad, 1.3 
miles from its junction with Jamboree Road. Specimens 
occur on the undersurfaces, and less commonly on the 
vertical sidesurfaces, of rocks resting on a gently sloping 
sandy silt substrate. The rocky area is about 100 feet in 
length and is truncated at both ends by sandy mudflats. 
A moderate amount of shore fishing takes place at the 
site, which suggests that Urosalpinx may have been intro¬ 
duced with purchased fish bait. I have not observed this 
gastropod elsewhere in Newport Bay. 

A scattering of small specimens of Ostrea lurida Car¬ 
penter, 1864, might be sufficient to satisfy the food re¬ 
quirements of Urosalpinx , but Mytilus edulis Linnaeus, 
1758, is much more common. The burrowing pelecypods 
Protothaca staminea (Conrad, 1837) and Chione spp. 
also occur abundantly. 

A single clutch of eggs, apparently referable to Uro¬ 
salpinx , was observed on a rock undersurface. 

Appreciation and thanks are due to Dr. James H. 
McLean, Los Angeles County Museum of Natural His¬ 
tory, for identification of specimens and to Mr. Boris 
Savic, who assisted in the collection of specimens and in 
the population survey. 
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The California Malacozoological Society, Inc. 
announces 

Backnumbers of 

THE VELIGER 

and other publications 
Volumes 1 through 8: out of print 

Volume 9: $22.- Volume 10: $24.- 

Volume 11: $24.- Volume 12: $28.- 

Supplement to Volume 3: $6.-* plus $-.50 handling charge 
[Part 1: Opisthobranch Mollusks of California 
by Prof Ernst Marcus; 

Part 2: The Anaspidea of California by Prof. R. Beeman, 
and The Thecosomata and Gymnosomata of the Cali¬ 
fornia Current by Prof. John A. McGowan] 

[The two parts arc available separately at $3.- each plus 
a handling charge of $-.40 or as indicated above. If 
purchased separately, each part is subject to the Califor¬ 
nia State sales tax if mailed to California addresses.] 


Supplement to Volume 7: $2.-* plus $-.40 handling charge 

[Glossary of A Thousand-and-One Terms used in 
Conchology, compiled by Winifred H. Arnold] 
Supplement to Volume 11: $5.-* plus $-.40 handling charge 
[The Biology of Acmaea by Prof. D. P Abbott et al., ed.] 

Items marked with * are subject to sales tax in the State 
of California; residents of that State please add the 
appropriate amount to their remittances. 

Prices subject to change without notice. 

Send orders with remittance to: 

Mrs. Jean M. Cate, Manager, 12719 San Vicente Boule¬ 
vard, Los Angeles, Calif. 90049. Please, make checks 
payable to C. M. S., Inc. 

Shipments of material ordered are generally made within 
two weeks after receipt of remittance. 

Subscription to Volume 13: $18.- domestic; $19.- in 
Canada, Mexico, Central and South America; 
$19.50 in all other foreign countries. 

{We are pleased to announce that we have completed 
arrangements with Kraus Reprint Co. to reprint those of 
our publications that are out of print. Inquiries regarding 
the availability and price (s) of desired items should be 
addressed to: 

Kraus Reprint Co. 

16 East 46 th Street, 

New York, N. Y 10017 
Projected date of availability: Spring 1971.} 



